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Conspiracy Theories: They Keep Secrets, Don’t They?



Conspiracy Theories: Power for the Powerless

We should never disavow a healthy 
skepticism that challenges orthodox 
or establishment views. Secrets do 
breed distrust, and may trigger 
negative emotions such as 
disfranchisement, fear, and 
perceived injustice, potentially 
leading to responses that often 
displace common sense. The “Echo 
Chamber Effect” only fuels paranoia. 
Further, complex problems are not 
easily solved, and people tend to 
desire simple explanations. They 
want to believe in a hidden truth that 
is being kept from them; they tend to 
seek a scapegoat. 



Conspiracy Theories: Common Elements



Conspiracy Theories: What Lies Behind Them?



Conspiracy Theories: 
Use Your IB Tools

• Consider what is ambiguous or uncertain 

• Think about why there are various possible 
interpretations 

• Identify the evidence used to justify the 
theory 

• Identify any assumptions or bias 

• Consider the counter-argument or counter 
evidence 

• Evaluate the different perspectives or 
points of view 

• Think through the implications of the 
conclusion—if the theory is true, what 
follows? 

• Arrive at your own judgment and justify 
your perspective 



What is it? 

How did it begin? 

Why does it thrive? 

How should we answer it?

Conspiracy Theories:                  
What’s Your Favorite? 

FOR DISCUSSION:


